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T Writing editorials on a Satur -
day morning -in between making fc
mula and preparations for going to
inderson to visit Bruce's grand -
mother is not recommended for coh-
erency of thought...but then, that
shouldn't bother me.....to DAG,the
'blaster with a polychoke! inter-
lino is due to my predilection for
17 Juvenile stf, my most recent wven-
L : ture being the -Asimev 'Lucky Starr!
5\ n'.'km» geries.ee.send what do I find in
ﬂ;!r'“//" the ‘first chapter?....immediate re=

SOZ-CDEP> D

R o A R -ference to "a heavy caliber blast-
er"..s,.1 know, bubisesvis.wonder if they come in gauges, GO0 ahe s L] S LY
got the furshlugginer record player properly armatured and new tubed..
one slight difficulty; when we didn't know it was the armature lousing -
up the speed of the thing, we had the.turntable revved up, thinking it
was the power source (and I use the term loosely) causing the reduction
in speed. So now that the animule is revolving correctly, the speed 1is
too fast....o.lianalia Jackson as a high soprana is fascinating....and
for Bob Leman...no, I'm not sure I can explain my reference to "Wylie,
Schulberg, Mentaigne".,..except.to provide, a, literate contrast to the

other -named - fiction....you.see, .out side. of stf, I'm not much in the fic-

tion-1ines...fictional biographies perhaps,,a, la SPIDER KING or A HOUSE
IS NOT &4-HOME (er would.that'qualify as a ghost-writ biography=-aantobio-
graphy?)esssssotherwise. I go in for THE HaNDY DANDY ASTRONOmICAL REFER

.................

ENCE HAWDBOOK: checklist.of the progenonf,Man.O!,War_pr_theiLife,Story
of Ignatz SemmelweiS.....and like that, I know liontaigne isn't fic
tion, but, as I said, 1t makes' a nice’'literate contrast, and I do like
Montaigne.....why do I always get reguests to 1llo things from a period
of history of something that I know sbsntively nothing about, such as
Druids, or early Norsemen, or similars?......in fhe docal Tiveary, -sueh
reference is imposeible. to. obtain....thinggs are arranged, as far as the
average not-in—theaknow.layman.can.figure,ppﬁ,,by_}o;d_bppkg‘.énd 'new
books!. .. me aning, apparently,, with jackets, and without....with a spec-
13l section for Westerns and dcstective novels, (separate,of course..)oh
they all have Dewey decimal numbers; it's just that no one seems to pay
much attention to them,...this is fine if you have .a few hours to brouse
arcund (it!'s a very small library, fortunately) ..which I rarely do....
have yet to find an encyclopedia in that place, e el oI EVINE. PEC=
ently seen THE ENELY BELOW (mainly for Theod:.pe Bikel) I wonder what
Rayner's reac¢tion is to his film-version of -the book?,...by some odd
quirk...l prefer .the movie....l knowthe book is more realistic,authen-
tic and rall -thabses «bUbeesewsthen Itve always been  a sucker for war

movies, wven the most :cliche nidden...in fact, 'especially the more cli-
che riddens...when-they .get to realistic, 1, for some reagon, -don't -
think ¢f them as war plctures anmymore....oh well,seSpladhseessess s JWG




Aside from proving that most fans
like humor, which I already knew, I
don't suppose the summary of comment
on the Annish (on page 23) means
f much, but maybe it will give the au-
thors a better 1dea of how thelr
material is recelved. Stuefloten
came off worse than I expected,but
then some of his more ardent a&mlr—
ers d1dn't write in at ali, The s
votes listed are taken frem sbout 20
letters., Actually, the cinglie item
\~‘\ 4 in the Annish which drew the most
favorable comment was the. Dollens cover., About 16 or 17 favoraole com-
ments and one unfavorable, I think,

Recently purchased a copy of "Famous Monsters Of Filmland", writ-
ten and edited by Forrest J. Ackerman. Can't say I caréed much for the
written material (Ac&erman's puns leave me pretty cold, and I can do
wlthout articles on Blaisdell almost as easily as I can do without hils
crugdy monsters) but the phutos are worth the money if you like horror
movies

The mlllenium has arrived! Today I received a completed quote—card
I mean, really, one that i'd started and it got filled up and returned.
Mede me feel sort of guletly proud,

: Looks like a nlce three-way battle for the '59 Worldcon. Chicago,
Detroit, and Dallas., We're backing Chicago, I guess. I have nothing
egalnst 'Detroit -- have some friends there, and I expect that the De-
troit group could put on ¢ pretiy falr con, In fact, I wouldn't be at
all disappolnted if Detroit won, But. I think Chlcago could probably put
on a better con all around -- I like fannish gatherings and atmosphere
(and Detroit’'is good at generating these) but I enjoy a good convention
program1 too, and I think Chlcago could put on a better one,

m not al all sure gbout the abi’ity of Dallas fans to do elther
one, Most of the conventlon experlence in the area comes from the Okla-
cons, and from the reports I've rcad I'm pretty sure I wouldn't want %o
attend an overslzed version of an Oklacon. CHICAGO IN '§9!

The last FANTASY AMATEUR we recelved had us listed as #4 on the
walting 1llst of FAPA, What membership in this organization will do to
YANDRO, I couldn't say. It's doubtful if we can keep up a monthly sched
ule and do more than meet FAPA*s minimum requlrements, but we can try.
If and when we do start a FAPAzine, we'll probably use at least some of
the same material in both zines, qnd welll undoubtedly keep the mailing
lists entlrely separate. That way, maybe we can keep the work down to a
reasonable minimum,

Sometimes I wonder about people in this town. I went in Saturday
and asked a record dealer for the Westminster Classlcal Sampler znd he
asked me what label 1t was on. ?7 '

Fanzine reviews and Doddering columns will be back with the next
1ssue of YANDRO, and the letter column will be back to normsl size.

Maybe I'1l even hﬂve somethlng to say in the editorial -- who knows?
Remember ———--— FORMIS IS A WOOFUS! RSC




The World of Null-F

[ colomn B ] — mar/on zimmer brad/ey-

Some fans have written to me and objected to my evaluation of Young
Fendom, specifically my quote from a 1917 fenzine, LUNACY, 1in which a
teen—agze fan objected to the beginning of Kuttner's "Pury" as "insld-
tous slop". Eowever, I see no reason to change my contention. Just the
other day, in a fenzine published by John Thiel, CAVEAT EMPTCR, Glenn
King writes (apropos of Richard latheson's "The Shrinking Man"):

"The shrinking men alternates between misery and boredom....llathe-
son pads the book with some filth thet he trles to pass off as more mls-
ery but doesn't qulte...."

I sssume here thst he ls spesking of the shiinking man's brief ef-
falr with the midget woman. Regsrdless of onc's opinlon of iptheson 1n |
general (I, for instance, consider the aforesaid novel incredlbly silly),
I found nothing objectiongble anyihere in the book, and certainly noth-
ing one could describe as "fllth", desplte ilatheson's rether nalf at-
tempt to deal with the sexual problems of a man who has progressively
become smaller than hls contemporarles. So I am forced, unsurpbflsed, to
repeat my conclusion that not only have teen agers not changed, but
thet by end large, teen-agers (with a few disgraceful exceptions) are
more conventlonal and emotionally stralt-jacketed than thelr elders,

Another teen-age fan primly addressed me, in a letter, es "lrs,
Bradley". Wnen I rectorted, in a jJesting postscript, that 1t wes casy
to tell a neofan because he z°dressed fans as "lir." or "Mrs." instead
of by first names, as is the coamon fannish practlce, he replied even

N more primly, "I'm afrald I don't approve of child-

- "\\‘\/i:\\44 ren calling adults by thelr first names.”

-4 éif;’” T ) I was properly soguelched -~ .and feel, at the

7 : - grim and withered agze of 27, properly superannu-

. gted, '

These encounters wlth the genus fan ——
X or should 1t be the genius fan? -~ do not
\\ properly come within the scope of a col-
i  umn supposedly dedlicated to non-fictlon
//  book reviews. Eowever, in the course of
i  developlng "Null-F", I have had several °
' dellghtful encounters with sald gen(1i)us,
Ny, and having dedicated one installment of
Vi "iull-F" to ripping the glzzard out of
J'severesl brash juveniles, I would llke to
 belance the books by talking about some
)\ of the nlcer instences of the specles
. Homo Fannicus. '

I forget which young fan (again, a

s - - been-ager) who, 1n reviewing YANDRO, com~
' mented agbout -"Null-F" that Zhe was afrald

S



Mre. Bradley had been discouraged.s... person-
ally, I'd rather read her column than sit P e
through a course in something or other.¥ This N N4

of course polnts up the big danger 1in.such a iJ o Wy
column as thls, and in such books as I review,ﬁﬁt::’é
[

and for that matter, in science fletion 1t-
Selt

I have frequently stated that one of the’
advantages and virtues of sclence flction 1is,
that 1t tempts the reader to take a deeper in-
terest in sclence., Llke all virtues, this has
1ts intercurrent vice; the reading of sclence
fiction frequently leads g not-too-brilliant
reader into belleving that the reading of sci- ©
ence fiction 1s a substltute for a sclentific
education; that through reading sclence fictlon he will actually learn
sclence,

It is true that, through the reading of sclence flctlon, one can
learn something gbout sclence, An avid reader of sclence filction can
learn some scientific termlnology, and pick up a few hints about the
state of mind of the person who 1s actuglly living 1n the mlddle of the
events described. If the writer 1s a good one, the reader wlll become
interested 1n the kind of thinking which leads from sclentific accom-
pllshment to extrapolation into the world of tomorrow. And I would be
the last to doubt that sclence fictlon has stimulated many youngsters
to plow thelr way through math and science courses, in the hope of
some day sharing in these adventures of sclence,

But this is only half the picture. As far as I know, sclience fictlon
1s the only field of llterature which glves rise to this kind of self-
deception on the part of the readers. The avid readers of novels by
Frank L. Slaughter and Falth Baldwin do not gather the impression that
they have thereby lesrned anything sbout medicine, And I doubt very
much 1f even the most enthusiastle reader of bullfighting novels would
go into the ring armed only with the memory of Hemingwey, or the most
delighted reader of "The Conquest Of Everest" go out to climb even a
little mountaln without learning more about 1it,

Yet there are still science fiction fans who will say that the
reading of sclence fiction 1s "better than a course in sclence", and 1t
1s thls sllly and exaggerated attitude which leads more level-headed
Tans to go to the other extreme and inslst that "stf is Just escepe
literature -- valueless."

The truth, of course, lles somewhere between the two, \

The same thing applies to the varlous popular nonfiction books, dls-
cussed in this column elsewhere. They won't substltute for a course in
sclence. Noth1n$ will, except get out and take that course 1n science.
Or, if that iIsn't feasible, to do further study on the sublect, 1nde-
pendently,

This 1s assuming that you want a course in sclence. The various
popular nonfiction books on scIence, psychology, anthropology and other
subjects are the lntermedla between the lnterest stirred by sclence
fiction, and the serious study necessary to master a subject. They are
for the person who wants to know something more about ‘a subject. And




that implies -- for the person
for whom "knowing" is a real
passion, the end and aim of
all existence.

And:ithis, -of: course,. 1s the
truest and most basic type of

" sclence flction fan,

- This column 18 being wrltten
on New Years Eve, which ac-
counts for the heavy veln of
pseudo~philosophy.  Next column
will go back to -book-dlscus-
sing, 'and will be guest-writ-
ten by Bob Briney, who wlll
take up thHe subjlect .of mathe-
matlcs 1n sclence fictlon®* —-
a subject with which-I am not

.quallfied to deal, belng the
one and only 1individual 1ln the
history of my college who .~ o
flunked trigonometry.not once
but twilce.

; : ’ So I'11 see you in g few 18-
sues, by which time I should nﬁve bought a few more books to dlscuss --
or n dn't you guessed. thct I'd simply run out of books?.

*Ed, note: We double- crossed Marion on this by printing Briney's article
first -- malnly because part of 1t was already on stencll when: we re-
celved thls, However, Bob recently promised to'do some more in the se-
ries, and "some of them aren't even about: mathematics". Whether the next
1nsta11ment 1s by Briney or Bradley remalins to be s8een; at this wrlting
we don't have anything on hand by elther one. RSC
Notice' Ita appreciate it if anyone can supply us with Dave Jenrette's
present .address. I'm not golng to run the story we hdve by him until I
know where.to-send 'hls copy. , . R3C

MEMOS FROM PERSONNEL (II)

by Mary Corby

This technician comes from Wolf Three.

He's ‘valuable, you will agree;

For wltnOut any straln

‘His electronic brain’ Sk oWl

W11l ‘compute all our data,.quite free,
Coming 1n YANDRO: A novel 'of interplanetsry splendor and the nobllity
of Mankind, by James-R Adams, Watch for thls unprecedented event!
"Let him, who is without sin cast’ the first 'stone,.." Do you notlce that
He d1dn't cast one, elther? More to this than meets the eye. Someone
o e Gk g o IR R W T L A Vil 2 Gene DeWeese
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Sam Innocence saved the universe so often that 1t became a bore to
him, He had to keep traveling; to save humanity, to speed cukture, to
defeat the Allen Intellipenee, but, mainly, to keep from getting lynched.

: from "The Man Who Saved Himself"
CONFIDENTIAL, December 25, 3078

The director of Vestern Union of Phisthatmi}] V. was a typlical 1it-
tle-old-man with 3 purple eyes and a pale plnk and blue beard. He smiled
at Sam Innocence who stood shivering 1ln the rest room of Western Union,

"Could I have your autograph?" he asled. : \

"Sure, but get me some clothes first," sald Sam Innocence, indul-
gently, for he wae used te some fame zs the man who saved the universe.

"Oh, yes, yes, sir," sald the director, glving Sam a sultcase.
"Here it 1s, sir," ‘

Sam went off into a corner and returned, a short time later,dressed
in crimson shorts, a green and orange polkadot T-shirt, _~C

g

and with a charcoal black derby balanced on his B e s
head. He was fighting mad. //,J// vyl
"What in the hell ls this mess?" he oried. ‘
"Do you expect me to wear these things on the 1{5
street?" ‘ 2 o
"Now, now," sald the llttle-old-man as
he ducked a blow by the man who saved the
universe, "Those things are the helght of
fagshion on Phlsthatmi] V. You don't want to
look out of place, do you?" ¢
.Innocence preened himself before a
mirror, "Might not be so bad at that," he /
sald, "It does do something for me..... A
Oh, . yes, you sald you had a job for me.," § S
He yawned. ' , "P
"Yes, Sam Innocence, we have a ]ob ’ﬁ%
for you, Here on Phisthatmij V we're not Z"
at the helight of galactic fashion, but we
try., And we got to try, It 1s man's fate (

to try. So we try, as good humans should,
and we are..."

"Oh, get on with 1t," said Inno-
cence with a snarl,

The director omitted 59 pages of
Prepared Dialogue, : T:Z?ﬁ\

"Okay, Innocence," he sald, "the o~ . TN
facts are these. We have a good Tri-Vi network




and the leeding show is 'Win The Worlds'. It is even," he added with
a touch of pride, "bigger than_the largest Terran quiz show, For five
months,. a.-being ca1¢ed Melvin Bem has been anpearlng on the program,"

S0 what? esxed Sem Innocence,

"So. he's been wlnning'" screamed the director. "Tonight if he ans-
wers four more questions, he will win the' universe. It's up to you, Sam
Innocente; we're. countlnv on you to save the universe agaln.

“lothlng to it, ‘saild Sam Innocence. He started to leave.

"Walt ~walt, cried'the director, "Please, can't I have your autoe- D
penhitlh. _ : e 3
.Dam.. Lnnooence puused .scrawled en X on o scrap Qf paper ond left.
Thé craf by old man clutched the .precious.signature to hls chest.

© M™Wow," he cried. "New I can trade this %o Stinky Weaver for his
genuine Marllyn Monree calendar." And he left, hls halr blowing in the
wind, for Brownesburg, the capltal city of Phisthetmlj V, was a very
.wlndy place. o e €y g My <33 ,
: PRSP MU NS, i LR

As Sam Iﬂnocenoe walked down the streets of Brovnesburg hls eyes

_fell on.a palr-of legs,.left tere .by the wind, He retrieved them and
followed ‘the legs'up...."Velda'" he crled, ,It was Velda Coolidge his

" fogxmer.sweethear% Tfrom Earth.She looked at Him® susmiclousl "Uh—uh
buster," she said. "Not until you pay rour money. ;

"It's me, -Velda," .cried. Sam, "Your only true 1ove Zithe' bOy you
lovéd more than any othert" .

"Oh, -of cdurse! Hello, Fred."

"No e AU To) Fred,'

"Larry? B111? Jack? Stan? Klgus?! Pk

Ly 11 show you!' He kissed her, A crowd of admiring Spectetors gath-
ered,

“Oh S'w " she crooned in his ear, "I'd know that ha11t031s any-
where but £ thought you weré dead,'

"It1s long story, baby," he sald, "Let 5. go somewhere and talk it
over,"

Later, over a drink, she s& 1d feee’ 1t must be wonderful to go
around seving the universe : ‘

fIt kg a-1living " admltted Sam,.

: - ¥ A enee

"I have a plan " he sald next morning.. "It cannot fail."
"What 1s 1t?" &he asked, .turning from mhe stove on wihich she was

cooking ocatmeal for two,
"Just. this: we will dlsgulse you as L*ncn Money, the female esslst-
snt on 'Win The Worlds', Then you can let me on stage and I.will save

‘the unlverse BE e
"By blowing Melvin Bem's etlnkin' head off i Sﬂld Sam Innocence.

IV o i : : _. e

"Come in," said Lynch Money in her seductive volce. She was wearing

=8~



a black dress that looked to Sam, at first glance, as though 1t had been
painted on., At second gleance, he saw it had. Sam &yed the bottle of
palnt remover on the dresser, then he forced himself to do his duty. He
clobbered the girl behind the ear, Looklng down at her, he decided not
to kill her but to simply lock her in a closet. No use wasting valuable
property like that, "Psssst, lt's all right now. You can come in," he
whlspered inté the hall,

"Buright, awright, awready," sald Velda, winklng at the elevator
boy.

Sam was preparing the palht spray gun.

v

There was something about Melvin Bem that reminded Sam Innocence of
an unpleasant event in his past life.

The first question was asked, the subject being "Grest Llterature,"
The questlon was "Why was AAZING the greatest prozinet"

Sam scarcely heard the answer, he was so busy .thinklng.

"What was the tltle of a two part serlal by 'Jack Williamson' (act-
ually a collaborestion between Tennessee Willlams and Jack Benny) pub- :
lished in SCIENCE WONDER STORIES in 19293 "

"That's 1t!" screamed Sam, as the guestion was answered correctly.
"The Alieh Intelligence!!! That's who 1t 1s!" '

"Yes," snarled & voice in his mind, "Dat's right. An' not even you
can stop me dis time. I will own da universe legally after two more
right answers,” :

"Not while I'm alive," sald Sam, deftly removing the finger nail
on hls left index finger to reveal a blaster hidden there. He shoved
the rheostat to full charge and fired.

During the mental conversation between Sam ond the Alien Intelli-
gence, the qulzmaster had asked "Who was the greatest fan author of the
20th century?" and as Melvin Bem answered correctly "Joe Lee Sanders"
Sam Innocence danced about the stage, screaming and waving the blackened
stump of what had been hls right index finger.

"Dad-ratted force shields," he walled. Melvin Bem fired at him with
a proton-gun, but mlssed. The blast from the proton-gun set fire to the
$1,000,000 that was kept on stage as a gort of booby prize for the los-
ers. By the light of the burning money (the_power source had exploded),
Sam pulled Velda to him and from parts concealed beneath the other fin-
gernalls assembled a force-screen generator, He switched 1% on and in-
stantly they were encased ln a one-way force-shield which let energy
blasts out but let nothing (not even alr) in, Sam gave Velda an oxygen
plll from his emergency stock, but took none himself (Sam Innocence
thought better without exygen). Soon, Velda revived him by forcing sev—
eral oxygen pills between his clenched and slightly blue lips (but he
1ived better with 1t). "

Energy bolts crackled and bolted back and forth, The studio dis-—
appeared and a mushroom cloud hung over downtown Brownesburg,

The battle raged on. Brownesburg vanished and a huge atomic blast
that spread radloactive fallout all over the planet appeared to take its
place, A

PN v 0 SRR 4




The continent upon which Brownesburg had been located split and be-
gan %o sink into the .ocean, ' !

Fivelly, Sam knew that he had won, "Gin! he crled out, and, spread-
ing the cards into a fen shape, -he threw them_at hls opponent

"Curses, folled again," gasped tie 4llen Intelligence. "I'm golng
home to Hal Clement"’ and so soying, he venished, -not to be, seen again
untll the'next story.

Sam exultantly switched - off the force-screen, The next instant, he,
was drowning in bolling water. The continent was sunk, afhd so, 1t ap-
peared, were Sam and Velda. Then they saw a. tiny boat floating nearbj.
They swam towards 1%.

"It's only blg enough for one of us," crled Velda.,

"Youlre so right," sald Sam as he climbed aboard and clubbed Velda
over the head wlth an oar,

Vi

"Splendid job Sam splendid job," said tne Uestern Union director,
"You have saved the unlverse agqin and 1t will only take-us two or
gt // three oenturiss to repair the damage
you did." : =
"Shut' up;.little old man ori 1L
: > beat the tar out of you," said Sam’
7 Innocence, ‘the man who saved the.
‘universe. “I‘m walting Tor someone.
Lynch Money came. through the door
swaying slightly.(and bruising both
hips on the doorframe). In one hand,
e she carrled a Jar of paint remover,
< 0N With the othér she beckoned to Sam.
“E\; "Sam, " croaked the 1ittle o0ld
\ man, 100l ve got to leave this plan-
Yet now, You! 11 dle if you don't,
/There s a time 1limit on how long
you .can stay on one world. Sam....
., Sam! Sa.."

BShut up!" said Sam Innocence,
the man who saved the universe, as
he viciously .backhanded the 1ittle
0ld men pcross the mouth, "end mind
vour own business!" ;
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REMINISCRELES . /7

by — BOB FARNHAM

Sitting beneath the spreadling branches of
the only tree on the plaee 0ld enough to offer
shade, pipe in hand, I leaf through my plctorial
memory book, and the events and years and faces
pass across memory's horizon in a slow, steady
and happy review of tlmes past in Time as we
know 1t, but ever present in that corner O
the mind and heart elected to shelter and pro-

Seet Tthe imemorlesy S s ks x

Memories of my flrst conventlion of any ATy S |
kind begin with the Nolacon, the New Orleans /
conventlion held in September 1951, where I
dlscovered that Lee Hoffman was a GIRL and ob-
talned the flrst Red Face of my life 1n the dlis-
covery, :

Wison Tucker, known to his friends as Bob, stood \
on the sidellnes and thoroly enjoyed my discomflture, \
which was as 1t shouldsibe. Harry B. Moore, one of the
nicest persons 1t has been my good fortune to 1list as
a friend, was lC of that convention. There was Paul 4
0 Cox...shortly before the Holacon Paul and I had PFFFT in a senseless
feud - stralghtening things out, we became friends and are still friends,
I imagine we will be until I attempt to borrow some momey from him,

The high spot was the banquet. I 414 not attend 1it.

I pald my total convention expenses from the sale of a number of
hard cover books. “hen I arrived home I still had 1L¢. My entire trip,
including hotel room, meals, smokes, had come to $16.50.

I obtalned a slngle photopraph at the Nolacon which dld not please
me a blt, I determined to be better equlpped for the next con which was
to be held in Chicago the following year.

When time came for Chicon 2 I was well prepared, My room had been
reserved for three months and upon arrival was checred muchly by belng
ushered Ilnto one of the filthlest rooms I've ever had the misfortune to
look at, let alone be forced to occupy for six hours till my reserved (?)
room_Was ready, and before I could use it. I had to call for room clean-
ers. /I had a beautiful room at thet con -~ of course, I stayed at the
YMCA. . ... s aRasy :

I obtained 52 pictures, about 4O of which turned out good; the rest,
because of the mlrrored posts in the Terrace where the conventlon was
held, were too badly light-streaked to be recognizable......It was at
Chicon 2 that I recelved my first introduction to Georgia Corn Whiskey.
Belng advised 1t was merely a mild peach brandy, I drank a 1l2-ounce
glass, and when a second glass was tendered me I was in notcondition to
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resist. However, when a third glass was offered me I was found to be
sleeping lilke a baby in the suite's only easy_chalr. Belng of consider-
able bulk, 1t was declded to let me ke where I was till I woke up;which
I did, fourteen hours later. I had not become intoxicated. I had become
SOUSED, The hang-over lasted three months.

Thet was some five years ago and I have not drunk as much as a sin-
gle drop of alcohol since......,1 th&nk that  everybody and all his/her
famlly thet knew me passed in review while I slept In that easy chalr.
In my case...once,...wes too much! : N

That convention cost'me elghty four dollars, Hard cash.,

The vote at Chicon 'was for-Phllly®for next year. But Chicon 2 will
elways remaln in 'my mind as THe Biggedt- and The Best world convention I
have ever attended, Judy 'Dikty (nee May}'deServes'hondrable mention in
any onels annels for the.splendld program she was mainly responsible
for, along with the others whose nefies have long slince been forgotten.

At Phlladelphia, niclknamed Fhilcon 2, I had the bltterest disap- °
polntment of a lifetlme. As a convention it was the sorrlest flop eVeHs
but as a fan gathering, 1t wes a glgantle 'success. The con was hligh-
lighted for me when an elevator operator siammed the doors shut -- and
smashed my camera so badly 1t wss useless, This ended zll my interest
in Philcon 2, and being ‘totally deaf, the bxperlence of belng told sev-
eral times not to %elk palled, 'end I puiled out and started home.

1€ fine plefures were secured beforé the camers wss smashed and the
only set I had, along wlth the negatlives, was loaned to Bill Venable
who was on the convenfion 'committee, Bill kent both the plctures and the
negetives, .He 6t111 has them ‘eg far g8 I know. Without the negastives I
was uneble to fill a greet meny orders I'd secured, had to refurn 14
order-monié¢s end-lost 11 additlonal sales, : :

‘lhen this happened I was unable to pay a small charge for the re-
palr-of my cemera and i1t was sold for cherges. Don Susan, the then-
 Prexy of NFFF learned sbout it when I wrcte Him. He used hls influence
~wlth Bill Venable, and BIll 'sent me the best cemera I have ever had %o
replace the one lost because of his fallure to return.the negrtives, so
even though the pictures lost were most precious, I cr~n feel only grat-
itude towards Blll Venable...... B ;

The 195U orld conveéntlon wes held on the Tlest Coest but the dls-

- tance ‘wes too greet, I disllike traln travel and there have been far too
many unexplained (to the public, snywsy) alrcraft smashups to sult me,
so I stayed hone, ERIRFTNIL 3T el , BN :

In 1955 the Clevention drew me so-hard that I went...and all I took
wes plenty of fllm and flash bulbs ~- and a lone ten dollar bill, I can-
not flgure cut even now where I found the courage to attempt it with on-
1y ten dollars, total cash..... But go" 'I would and go I did,

-~ I hed three glorlous days of getting the plctures I've been after
‘gince Nolacon, meeting old and meking new fricnds, watchling the proceed-
ings, sceing some flhe movies, and thoroughly enjoylng myself. The sb-
sente of one perticular friend sort of tempered down ny enjoyment,

" The evenlng of the Uth. day {for me = I arrived a day ahead of
‘time) Tound me seriously 111, 2nd I had to stert for home. High blood
nressure psrilts no delays, $ 1 SR '

" ©° Bob Tucker made’ himgelf even more endeared to me at the Clevention
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than he had been, and I hated to leave before the end, but.... when I
arrived home I found my blood pressure had shot up to’ 250 and was stuck
in a hospital for a solid two weekS.... A reduction in weight and slze
1s golng to open eyes at the next convention I can get tos...and I don't
know when, nor where, that wlll be,...

But the memories remaln, and while it 1s not always the best to
"live 1n the past" it 1is, sometimes, rather pleasant to go back for a
few minutes, at least,

The pictures remain to outline the memorles and while one or two
of the well remembered faces have passed into the next world, they will
always remailn as bright and smlling as when last spoken to, /

In twelve years 1ln Fendom, I have yet to meet & fan or a nonfan
at the conventions, whom I can say I 414 not like..... I have conslst-
ently refused to conslder Fandom, or Crifanac, in a serlous veln. A
Ser-Yon fan is licked bvefore he starts and’ 1s never satisfled.

If one goes into Fandom to enjoy it, and get the most out of 1¢,
he or she wlll have to work to obtaln resuits but the toll is as pleas—
ant and enjoyable as the results, and Fandom can become a way of life ——
an enjoyable, happy, pleasant way.

So why be serlous?

We recelved a rather violent reaction from the author over the editorial
changes made in the poem last 1ssue. So -~ here 1ls JETS as Dorothy Han-
sen wrote 1%t,

Thunder of a Jet ln a red tinged sky,

Scream of a banthee echoing high,

Wall of a witch, and roar of surf,

And cry of a lost soul 1n search

Of something unknown in the inflnite blue,.

Whilte vapor traills etched on blue,
Lines of fate that never tun true;
Life lines of ghosts in flight,

Etched in the dusk of coming night —-
Lines that change, and fade, and die.

A flash of light from a silver wing,

4 streak of glory while banshees sing,

A spot of gold 1n the settling sun,

The cry of the victor 1in a racs well run
Against the pull of our planet earth,

A ship of steel with a human heart,

A darting arrow of which man 1s a part =-
An awesome structure which man made,

And nursed and tended, and pald

With his 11fe to perfect —-—~ the Jet.

This 1s not going to be standard procedure —--- will anyone who submlts
materlal in the future please indicate 1f he or she wlshes 1t accepted
or rejected "as is", Otherwise, editorial éthanges are standard, (JETS"
was not submitted through regular channels, so I felt that the "retract-
ion" was only Just.) RSC
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Greg Benford, 10521 Alle@heny Drive, Dalles 29, Texas

Cover was typical sercon type thlnp but at legst 1t was well re-—
produced, If you can get photo-offset work cone why don't you run somé
fagan plcetures-—much more interesting, to me at least. /But not-to us,
which 1s why we don't run them, RSC/ ¥Was interested In your c¢omments on
Lindsay's TAFF sheet, as I recelved 1t ‘both thru mall and OMFA, A& paint
I would like to make "is that TAFF is a fan agency —- ‘Lt was started by
fans, for fans, and ‘as stuch showld be kept for the sectlon that origln-
ated’ dabiz T ohallende your aesumption that 'Lf one doesn't have the
fringefan and nonfan.element one doesn't have TAFF —— we brought Willls
over on fan contributions alone€; wlth a flew helps from the ‘pros. . ad-
mittedly most of 1t was friom a relatively small number of fans, but to-
day there are more fans, ergo more potent 1al voters. While I don't be="
lleve Madle was as ‘bad a person to send over gs sone seem %O HRENRIE e i
fact I have no objection to it —~— I'd rather see a fan come over. -I'm
pretty sure you would glso, Would you be wllling to send, say, double
your past TAFF..contribution 1n order to see a fan make it Instead of
the Secretary of ~the Budson—on—Tnames Science Fiction end Vargo ‘Statton
Assoclatlion? .

G H Scithers! article was not as good as the ilnterlineations he in- -
cluded, but I enjoyed 1t -- stf article or no, (See I'm not an ardent
denouncer of stf.)

You can tell Hagll that yes I am In texas. You mlght also ‘agk him
where the wonderful TEXAS weather has gone, end why 1t ralns all the
time. /Haybe the state .i8 sorry to see you? RSC/ I dlsagreée with his

A comnents on hlgh school students. Of course, knowling
JKV' Hzll, he 1s probably correct as far as his locale goes,
e Kﬁ ab (that i1s not an insult) but I feel that the most high
§\:§\\‘@) school people know pretty much What Is Golng On re: sex,
o .. and are not the innocent type teeners of g generatlon
\\\«‘\\5¥=7>\\“T§ Yhmw\ﬂ ago. "Word of- mouth knowledge" has been supple-
OO \;::jk¢ mented by sctusl experlence, as several Xlnsey-—
e S\ t\e\g§§\_ type reports 1lndlcate, and less glggling and
0 \‘\{é§§s‘i—~(§\ S1y renar&slls evident Or seems to to me.
B 510 ‘ Ls T will eventually get’ around
- %6 saying in VOID, I feel that YAXDRO
_ could produce much better results
f:;%le you would publlsh less freguently
. %%\ and collect the best material you
iy |'can manage....
NE) e probaolj could, but we just
'Fy;:\\don t want to work that way.
D MO IR iy es i the Fahs] 2o
f\\<\|R1Juﬁh ‘over Willls -— 1in
hs =5 1 98R I ot Araht to bring
LTl i OVer one fan every 5 or 6
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years, sure you can do ///J’f—*‘\\\

without the fringe- /&7
fans{. And no, I S
wouldn't double @

-

my TAFF contribu-
tion 1ln order to see
a "fan" make it...1n
the flrst place, my def- :
inition of fan is much more \\Q\ N
liberal than yours, I'1ll have \\\\;"—‘
to admit thest most of my knowledge i
of teen—-agers is out of books, since [:;

the personél type ls about 10 years 1;22127"”/;
out of date. At present, I avoid the <% n A A ———
breed, if possible. The ones I hear about

secem to have discovered sex but not contraceptlves or disclpline, prov-
ing that a 11ttle knowledge 1s a dangerous thing. RSC

Glenn Godwin, P.O. Box 368, Binghamton, New York

Ron Bennett mentions a penny inscribed "Unle van Zuid Afrika" a-
round the proflle of King George. I am a coin collector, and have sev-—
eral books by coin experts, although I can not clalm to be one myself,
Even so, I believe that lir. Bennett has made a technlical error, for so
far as I can find out, no penny has ever been regularly lssued that
had the inscription "Unle van Zuid Afrika" on it. The South African
coinage all bears the words "South Africa" and "Zuid Africa" on the re-
verse of the coin, but never "unie van". Notice that I saild the REVERSE
of the coln, whlch i1s not the side having the monarch'!s portrait on 1t.
If you examine any coln of any British colony or commonwealth you will
find that the portralt side of the coin ususlly if not lnvarlably 1s
Inscribed only with the title of the king or dueen. This inscriptlon
may be in English, or often in abbreviated Latin, such as Georgivs VI
D.G, Rex Et Imd Imp Flub Shrdlu, et¢. But the name of the country, whe-
ther it be Cahada, or Australla, or South Africa, appears on the other
slde. On the other hand, perhaps Hr. Bennett had in hls possesslion a
really rare coin, exactly as described, In that cese I offer him 5
shillings 1f he will but send me one like 1it!
/Don't you hate people who pick holes ln your storles, Ron? RSC/

Robert  E. -Gilpert, 509, W - iisiin Stssdon et boro, . Tennegseg

This 1s undoubtedly a gorgeous cover on YANDRO, but one thing about
1t bothers me. What is the light 1n the center of the picture? It doesn't
look like the sun's corona. Possibly i1t's a nebula or even a mefeor
landing. }

To me, one of the hardest parts of trying to write a sclience flc-
tion story 1is the traclking down of a few sclentific facts., Take sun-
1ike stars for instance, Astronomy books sometimes mentlon that many
stars are similar to the sun, but just which ones they are 1ls a secret.
Maybe most sclence flctlon writers don't know, because it seems doubt-
ful that the stars most frequently used ln storles would have earth-
type planets. Maybe those are the only stars with which the writers are
familiar, LIRS <
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/How about 1t, Merlon? Can you do g Null-F column on astronomy? For the
information of the various people who inquired about the cover; the

light 1n the center 1s the galaxy seen . edge=on, &nd the "misty" effect
wes obtalned by use of an alr-brush {(or af least, that's Juanita's de-
duction of the technlque; I wouldn't know alr-brush from hot-alr).RSC/

Bob Leman, 2701 So, Vine St., Denver 10, Coléradd ;

: /Speaking of hls own zlne, VINEGAR WORM,. flrst. RSC/ I don't know
‘whether you noted it, but near the bottom of psge three I contrived to

rix a metaphor, whith rather odd results: I sald "It may be that publi-

cation.s,.«wlllk. avecomplish the necessary éatharsls, and Fred will be
freed of thls albatross.," It strikes me that an approprlate comment on

that might be,'?Where the hell did he keep that albatross?) .

; Now,  as to the Annish: I%1l start with my maln brickbat, saving the
pralse for Yast, "Wind" has no buslhess at all in YANDRO; Young Mr,
Stuefloten is attemptln% something that can be done only by someone to

whom the gbllity to wrife stralghtforwerd Engllish prose is second na-—

" ture —— ghd that is a sklll he obviously dbes not possess. Stylistlc

odditles .reguire a great deecl of solld competence' to carry off, and that
sort of competence is acqulired by a lot of practice at writing coherent
sentences, Faulkner and Joyce can get.away with an abandonment of English
syntax «- as Plcasso can get away with lgnoring the rules of drawlng --
precisely because: they know the rules so well that they'ere” entitled to
lgnore them wiere artlstry tells them to ignore them, But you can't ig-
rore the rules untlil- you know them as well as yol know your own name,If
you do, you're.going to turn up with misconstructions and intversions
that!ll set people's tceth on edge —= like "my tongue it licked", and
"she to me asited"; and "You are so silence!, ‘and "she rustles deliphted."
. "Slag" wes a thing of beauty and a joy forever, {Yes,' I know I'm

. misguoting,) "Charles Fortress, who caught fire" has my ¥vote for the
funniest phrase written by a fan, since Bloch's mot gbout:the.heart of a
boy. 4damg has the second-best line-in "them pyorrhea fish -- or pariah
Tish, to glve 1t the more common spelling." You couldn't manage to

bring out "Slag monthly, with' YANDRO ag a:supplement, ¢ould you? /No,/

I am infinltely intrigued by Juanita's "Wylle, Schulberg, Montalgne
school," I can't readily concelve a'more wildly disparete trio of writ-
ers; there must be a refinement of subtlety here that passes my com-
prehensipn; 3 s gt e ' veall
/Probebly -just 'feminine logic. I can't answer this, never having read
much. of elther Schulberg or HMontaigne., RSC/ -

Robert E. Briney, 58 the Fenway, Apt. U3, Boston 15, Mass,
- ~../On issue #1/ Ed Wood secems to be mellowlng with age -— no fiery
flat=footed stetements, and even a:few grudging-qualifiers.... Doesn't
. seem to be saylng anything of much; a% least thset most steady readers
don'!t know already, - TIBRTLES shEc
. De'leese expended a lot of energy on a fllm which somehow gives the

= -lmpression that 1% waesn't worth it all, /But it:was fun,... RSC/ ilso,

- I'm sure that' #imsky-Korsakev's ghost would be quite disturbed at belng
credited with the composition of Borodin's opera PRINCE.IGOR, from which
the "Polovtsian Dances® are telen.....
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I st11l maintaln that the presence of "quality" items on small-
town newsstands is no indication that anyone buys them with any degres
of regularity. and the fact that these "aualli¥Y" ltems have a large
volume of sales "somewhere" doesn't mean that any appreclable propor-
t1on of this volume comes from the smell towns., Ly nominations would
be the blg clitles, college towns, and towns neasr large concentrationg
of relatlvely "high-level" lndustrles (not paper mills, mass-production
factorles, etc.) /But you Jjust got through saying that you can't get
guality pb's 1n the combinatlon large city - college town where you
I1ve.....? If small towns get all ‘the distributlon...... RSC/

I don't go all the way wilth the (perhaps unintentional) implica-
tion thet Amerlca‘s "average man" i1s no more anti-intellectual than the
"overase man! elsewhere. according to all the recent surveys and art-
1cles {post Sputhik) on educatlon in this country and abroad, and also
according to what I've heard from several European friends, general ed-
ucatlon in Europe 1s more thorough and more crestive than the corres—
ponding ltem in this country, .I wouldn't presume to meke comparatlive
value~judgements; but the graduate of an average European high-school
(1ycke, gymnasium, or whatever the equivalent is) ls more famlllar wlth
llterature, the arts, sclences, history, etc., than his amerlcan coun—
terpart. ind the dlsparity increases when one considers unlversity grad-
uates —- in Europe an advanced degree 1s usually much harder to obtaln
and means a 10t more than such degrers in this country. As to the cor-’
relation between level of educatlon and degree of anfl-intellectualism,
I have only my own limited experience by which to judge, and that in-
dicates that as the former increases the latter....decreases.

/I'11 go along with you there, and also with the observation that the
Turopean student 1s better educated than the amerlcan student at the
same (theopetical) level, But, is the "average" European any better ed-
ucated than the "average" Zmerican? The graduates are better off; but
1sn't the percentage of graduates much lower? How gbout 1t, some of you
European, readers --~ Bennett, Dodd, Bentcllffe, Appeltofft, Helander,
Linard, anyone else —-— what ls the European system of education like,
and what percentage of Europeans are "educated"? Especlally Bennett --
you're a teacher; what's your oplnlon? Zither letters or short artlicles
will be appreclated. RSC/

Earl Xemp, 3508 N, Sheffleld, Chicago 13, Illinoils ’

o oall our campaign committee THE CHICAGO SCIENCE FICTION LEAGUE,
and Frltz Lelber 1s our President and campalgn spearhead. Chosen for
actlve participation on the committee are Jon Stopa, Jerry Delluth,
James O'Ueara, George Price, Lewls Grant, Joe Sarno., On the advisory
committee, Fritz, Ed Wood, Sidney Coleman, Bob Briney, and many more.
Anythlng yol can do to get the word around would be appretiated.
/Personally, I'd love to see a convention that S1d Coleman helped or-
N2 E, st CHICAGO IN '59 it is. RSC/

Bennett Gordon, 81 Failrfax Rd., Vorcester, Mass,

I 1liked reading the article on how to {efine stf. Personally, I
1lke the definltion given by H,L.-Gold in a letter to TIME some years
back - "legitimate sclentiflc exploration", If I was asked to deflne 1%,




I'd probably say something like that - "loglcal extrapolatlion and pro-
Jectlon of trends and sclentlfic knowledge into the future". Maybe I'd
refine 1t a blt, but that's basically what I'd say the definition 1s,
Bob Briney's article was also interesting, but after reading the
Belthers one, this one seemed t6 me to lose 1ts effect. Two sercon art—
lcles consecutlively lose somethlng - especially the second article, '
whereas 1f you had inserted a light story between them to balance them,
reader interest would be ralsed. By the way, I'm no mathematiclan, so I
am wondering why the A tiltle. It doesn't seem to be "E", as you
have it on the contents / page, but "Sigma". Is thls a mathematical
: : symbol? kb
/Damfino,...is it, Bob? I'm not a mathema—
ticlan, elther. And desplite the reactlons
of at least 75% of our readers, Scithers!
! Annlsh article was not sercon, RSC
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Bill Meyers, 4301 Shawhee

Circle, Chattanooga 11, Tenn,
i i R Juanita's "ideal part of
“ﬁgg'ﬁ%;{ﬁ\'3\‘fan—pubb1ng" is, to me, the

B~ Y~ 24X most hectlc. I don't mind at
: LOW(\—zf{, \ all the editing, typlng, and
GT A0 SN assembling; in fact, it's
%N 8. Iot of/rfhh . Of course,
if there weren't any fun
in putting out a zlne, I
Y | wouldn't be dolng so.
\ ' Do I detect an increased
- )\ quallty in the brand of
7\ paper this time? It
: NF seems to be less pulp-
"/ 1sh than previously.
Stuefloten was en)oyed greastly as
¢ usual, So many authors attempt this
7/ same sort of thing and fall abomlngbly,
Personally, I feel that he writes a good
deal more gbstractly than Bradbury (con-
sidering thet fen continually compare
i hlm to Bradbury). There 1s also another
large difference between the two,.,..Stue-~
) floten concerns himself with the bizarre
. employlng impresslonistlic techniqgues,
! whlle Bradbury blends in his own person-
-al nostzlgia and sense of wonder.
Hensley's plece was hilarious, The
satlire of sclience flctlion, 1tself, seems
to have dlsappeared from fanzines, belng
replaced by the less entertalning satire
of fans, themselves, Corisequently, this
was indeed a welcome change. :
Adkkins does indeed lean towards Wood's
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style. A friend of mine saw the first plcture by Adkins on the calendar
you sent and immedlately exclaimed, "That was copied from Wood." He
wasn't any great EZC fan, either —~ Just one with a good memory, Person-
ally, I thot the position wase greatly simllar to the one ln which
Frank Frazetta placed his hero 1n the last panel of the last story of
Shock SuspenStories #13. In fact, almost exactly, with the exception of
apparel. ;

Creat Ghy, won't people ever learn that CRY OF THE NAMELESS 1s
monthly, also? Even Bloch says you're the only monthly. .

Do your reallze that some people collect the glbums of LP!'s and
sell the records? That's what a local eccentrlc I know of does. I admlt
that you can find superlative photography there, but the albums are
hardly worth 5 bucks, _ ;

/Well, I've seen one 1lp 1n which all the notes on the back concerned the
cover, instead of the contents, (I didn't buy 1t,) And I do consider 1%
definitely sneaky when the exact same photograph ls used by one company
on a cover of a Beethoven symphony and by another company on the cover
of a Sons Of The Pioneers album, Adkins will be hurt —— he is only in-
fluenced by Wood -~ he doesn't copy. "Remember to always call 1%, please,
research," Someone else commented on new paper, but it was the same old
stuff -- different case lot, maybe.
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"I want a blaster with a +Poly-Choke." JUC
Bill Connor, 3320th. USAF Hosplital, Amarillo AFB, Texas

Scithers seems to make the polnt that one can't define anything to
the satlsfactlon of everybody. Feople see things differently - one man's
SF 1s another man's fantasy. Personally, I deflne as sclence flction
any story that has some extrapolatlon of the physical sclences contalned
in some way in the yarn. Then, too, I think that extragpolatlions of other
flelds of study and knowledge cen be classifled as sclence fictlon. We
tend to think of the word "sclence" as referring to the physlcal scien—
ces, but the word actually means any brench of knowledge studied in a
systematic manner by observation, experiment and study for the estab-
lishment of facts and "laws", /Gee, maybe I can become a Doctor of Folk-
music....RSC/

There is one all=lnclusive way to define the sort of fictlion that
the people who read "sclence fiction® Prefer —-— Just recognize the fact
that anything that ISN'T realistic or "mainstream" is imaginative fic-
tion. Those two words include both fantasy and SF, and I would even go’
g0 far as to say that this 1s really the fandom of imaginative fiction,
rother than sclence fictlon alone, Naturally, by imaginative fletlon,I
am referring to welrd, fantasy, and sclence fiction; but not the kind
of stuff to be found in the men's magazines (such as SLAG).

/You gotta admit, though, the stuff Is pretty imaglnative. RSC/

Von Braun's prestige wlth the politlecians should rise quite a bit,
and maybe even to the point where his views wlll take precedence over
those of more conservative "native born™ sclentists. I feel that some
bigotry and grudge-holding has been directed agsinst Von Braun by some
because he was once on the Nazl scientiflc team. They should conslder
that he was born, after all, in Germany, so 1t 1s not strange that he

= ]g}._




was connected with the war on the side of Germany. There i1s no room for
conservatism in rocket developement when it serlously interferes with
progress,

Alan Dodd, 77 Stanstead Rd,, Hoddesdon, Herts., ‘Hengland ' '

2 came out from the plcture /“Baby Face Nelson“/ thinking, "Ah,
they don't have gangsters and magss killers 1like that nowadays in Ameri—
ca." Then I plcked up the paper; "Charlie Starkweather k11ls 10 in Neb-
raska-Wyoming,"

In spite of the baby you st1ll kcep onh schedule which is truly
qulte amazing to me., I can only assume the reason why you can manage
to do thls 1s because you have rno television set.

Now in the December lssue I see there 'were several comments on my
review of "On The Beach". You mentioned that if the world wes actually
made up of the people Shute depléeted in hls book then it would be better
if the world was destroyed. Well surely Shute only wrote about a few
individuals 1n his book, We can g Judge anything by the individuals he
draws ln becausSe there are thousands of better people who don't for many
obvious reasons cet mentioned, It's like saying you want to destroy a
city because there are so many bad men in it., So you aestroy Y- Yo
k111 the 20% evll men - but uhfortunately you kill 80% who never did
harm to anyone. That ind of destruction isn't unfortunately sclectlve,
Then in CRY OF THE NAMELESS one of The Nameless Ones critlcises me by
saylng my review depresses him., Pray tell me how can one write a cheer-
ful review of a book that deals with the end of all 1lfe on this planet?
/The personallties an author puts into a book are generally regarded as
being the author's 1idea of typlcal individuals for the setting glven,
Therefore 1t is quite fair to Judge "the unmentlioned people by the actlions
of the actual characters, As for destroying a city to get rid of evil,

I seem to'recall something about & city*rericd’ So000Mes e s s RSC/

. Eric Bentcliffe says I must stay pretty close to home if I haven't
seen 1ce cubes or iced drinks around. He may be right - I was not refer-
ring to London for a start because you cen get almost anything in London,

the only passport belng the amount of money you are prepared to pay
for 1t but I should point out to you that Eric comes from the North
and peoples and ways up there Are Strange. People from the Norfh are all
foreigners and as such a mere Southernor lilre myself cannot be held to
account for thelr welrde and strange wayes of taking lce cubes, Having
passed through a few of these northern towns I am left with the feeling,
"Tell me — do they use unglish money up there?" T don't retlon they do -
beceuse they are Foreigners, All of them., /You sbund like a Mississipplan
after g tour of New York Crtg =R B0/

Is Dalnis Blsenleks male or female? In England you know - in Am-
ericaes..s.+4%7 /Dainls is mele....severel people asked., RSC/

There ls another point thet occurs‘to me zbout Ron Bennett's story
of trylng to get rid of foreign coins, It always seems that the colins
you get are never of a country where you know people, I mean, 1f I got
hold of Swedlsh or Americen coins I could use them any day - but it's
always the countries where you don't now people that you get the colns
from,

And I still don't know whether Dalnis 'Is male or female. Even after
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reading that article on German SF. Speaking of CGermans, don't you thilnk
it a pity that both Russia and the U,S. haVe to male their first ven-
tures into space with ex-Nazls at the helm? Wernher Von Draun may be a -
whitewashed US, cltlzen nowadays but there were too many people killed
around here by his V2s for me to ever regerd him as anything more than
a former Nazl butcher. Ben Hecht, the Jewlsh American writer, once had
his films banned here because he said, "Zvery time a Brltish soldier is
killed in Palestlne, there 1s a holiday in my heart." Somehow, every
time a Wernher Von Braun missile blows up - I feel the same way.

/See the previous letter. Sure, Von Braun is a fanatic -- I doubt that
he 1s at all concerned with what hls rockets are used for, as long as
he mets the backing to further his research. Unfortunately, when you're
developing something as revolutionary as space travel, you need a few
fenatics, I'm sorriest sbout the fact that nelther America nor England
has produced anyone who can match Von Braun's abilities. RSC/

Rich Brown, 127 Roberts St., Pasadena, Californla _

Stuefloten I enjoyed muchly. I 1li%e hls stuff, but have decided he
isn't like Bradbury, as Bradbury can't write that well yet. However,
both Stuefloten and Bradbury have much the same faults -- thelr beautl-
ful writing style 1s so beautiful that you can't concentrate on the sto-
ry; you're just thinklng how besutiful that writing style 1ls and how 1f
you could only write like that how happy you would be and why...oops,
back to the story.

Now one of three things must be true of Blsenieks; (1) For the
sake o0f getting the review he pretended he liked 1t (2) He has poor
taste, or (3) He doesn't know what he 1s talklng about, Here he 1s say-
ing almost goshwow-type purple phrases about this Domlnik when Ythe only
thing wrong with him is that his storles aren't based on the (then)
known laws of science, he 1gnored certaih things for the sake of plot,
there are too many characters and heroes, some of the cornlest of roman-
tic standbys are used, the characterizatlon and motivation ish't too

; good, ..k With all these flaws, OTHER
- , d be a dream mag.
/In comparlson, I
gUess you meaNn.../
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George H, Scithers, Box 682, Stanford, California

"Sigma" was a most excellent article. Polnts were well made,writ-
ing excellent, and the ehd was effectively humorous. The drawlng on
page 10 was not, however, a M8blus strip. Had one twist too many. The
"How To Get Along With Editors" was very good, Wish I had seen the ear-
ller companion plece. Men's magazines of the anthropophagous type are
practically parodles of themselves already -~ a satire about them should
be, I think, even more far fetched than .yours, _
{We've gone into the M8blus strip affair even more deeply -- until now

'm not sure how many twlsts the thing is supposed to have. Briney's,

still looks right to me, though, even if I can't trace 1t out, CGeorge
also said that his article was supposed to be humorous, as I thought. RC/

Ron Bennett, -7 Southway, Arthurs Ave,, Harrogate, Yorkshire, England
TIMES HAVE CHANGED??%? How about...."The American i1s nowhere. It 1s
a mistaiten 1dea to belleve that he ls generous, Of gourse, there are ex-
ceptions to the rule, but the majority of them come out here just to
see the sights, and talk about them on their return. A certaln sum is
lald aside for the purpose, and I am sure they contrive to make econ-—
omles upon 1t." —- Joseph Hatton wrlting in THE IDLER IIAGAZINE, July
1893. /Sounds Just llke me at a convention, doesn't 1%t? RSC/
: -I apree with you wholeheartedly about sf as a basle interest being
practicelly no more. Wkich is really a pity. I've had a young lad down
here a couple of times. /Really? I never would have guessed....RSC/Very
interested In SF and he's borrowed several of my books. He's lmpressed
by my name dropplng as far as the pros go,..knowing Carnell and havling
met Wyndham and Arthur C. ... but hls expression when I showed him PLOY
end the latest FAPA mailing was a study. He hesn't been back since.
/He's probably arranging to have you certified. RSC/

The following section of brief comments 1s in the interest of (a) get—
ting the nzmes of as many letter-wrliters in print as possible —-- after

all, the easlest way to recelve egoboo is to give i1t -- and (b) packing
in as many witty and/or interesting comments as possible. SO.....

DEAN GRENNELL ~ Very much enjoyed old Dodd, as always. The thought of
treating broken-winded horfes with Mr, Glbfon's balls hlt me as I was
having a aulet cup of coffee Tuesday afternoon and I nearly fell off

the stocl,... I've been trying to think what songs would go into an al-
bum of "Music To Go To The Bathroom By" —-- Eddle Cantor singlng"Poop-
Poop-Poopsle, Goodbye"? "I'm gonna sit right down and...."? "I'm lockln!
The Door Over You"? GARY DEINDORFER -~ Can anyone enlighten me on the

0ld custom of substituting "f" for "s"? Seemed to be the fad then...
/Gary also registered a protest over Joe Sanders' "squliggles",/

CLAUDE RAYE HALL - I've just completed & file on facts of people dwell-
ing in caves, You wouldn't be interested in an article based upon the
fact that Shaver was right, would you? Title: Shaver Was Right! You

Came From A Hole! /You know, it took me two days to get that? I must be
getting stodgy. RSC/ ROG EBERT - If you'll forglve my asking, Jjust what
does Dodd mean when he says...."Hls barrler against reslity ls a racing
car with which he wins the Australlan Grand Prix. And even at the finish
he 1s greasing, oiling, and protecting 1t." At one hundred twenty mlles
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per? /I think he meant the finish of the world, not the race. RSC/

LARRY GINN - Well, I was dlsappointed because MZB dildn't write on Saten-
i1sm 1n non-fiction Because I was looking forward to reading something

on that particular subject. I hope she!'ll talke care of 1t in some future
installment, I don't know who Gary Delndorfer is but he doesn't know
much gbout cats; nor for that matter do I, But I do know that smart cats
who gre well cared for and petted all carry their taills "hanging stralght
up". Or at least all that I!'ve ever had d1d and I've had quite a few in
my 19 years. (llore than 19, I assure you.)/Qulte a few people wrote in
to mentlon that thelr cats carried thelr talls in the alr -~ face 1it,
Gery; you're outnumbered, RSC/ JOHN THIEL - Could you perhaps put in a
small #d saylng that I'd 1llke back issues of YANDRO? I would., But I'd
11ké them in good condition, tho I don't cere if they are unstapled or
not, just so they're complete, BRUCE PELZ — Perhaps the best communi-
¢able definltlon /of sclence flctlon/ would be on the order of David-
son's operational definition, "Sclence fictlon 1s Jules Verne, H,.G.
Wells, Olaf Stapledon, ahd like that." Or "Isaac Asimov, Robert Helin-
lein, Erlic Kranlk Russell, and like that", BOYD RAEBURN - In YANDRO #60
you say "somehow I cen't pilcture someone like Boyd Raeburn glving a damn
whether he gets YallDRO or not,.." I've seen at least one other remark
along these lines in early lssues of YANDRO, I'm wonder what is your
basis for these remarks, As you admlt you don't know me very well, how-
come all these cracks? I don't mind you saying this sort of thing, but
wonder, 1f you feel you don't know me very well, what insplres them,
/Seems like my enthusiasm for slmplifying things by glving personal ex-
amples lsn't meeting much success., First people accused me of plekking on
Ellison, then they cdecided that I detested Moomaw, and now I suppose
they are promotihg a feud with Raeburn. (Boyd not being the only one %o
comment,) Mostly, 1f you're curious, T simply plcked Boyd to represent
the faaesanish fan, though admittedly some of his remarks gbout Indlana
Tandom may have helped. In fact, I still don't see that there will be
much in YANDRO to interest him, However, I feel the same way about other
BNF's, some of whom actually subscribe, so maybe I'm just a bad judge

of character, RSC/

Finally, as a service %o both the authors and the writers who comment
falthfully on each 1item and never see thelr words in print, thls time
we're running a summary of the comments on the Annish, Since few writers
ever actually list first place, second place, and so on, the comments
were roughly divided into the "good", "bad", and "indifferent" classes.
Total votes for each item appear below; some ltems have more votes be-
cause they drew more comment.

MATERIAL & AUTHOR "gooD" "FAIR! TRCam
"How To Define Science Fictlon -~ Scithers e...cee 6 6 ol
NS e R B i Vot bk o s i SR o A R N 2 2
R B B oo 2 1 TR AL = o P e 2 e e S e R 2 A
S DOR B iR ] Ol o s b R Y S 8 i o b 3 7
tHatld-Domlin Yok =Bt ook eItk ¢ iR et & s whortt e i 3
IBgclderdng: CoTUnR’ < Al ah DB ante i s St b b B il 0
"How To Get Along With Edltors" - Hensleyoe...o....ll 2, 3¢
Kifen~-Eatine BXucollls™ — AfamS. s o v vies s smeies bl 2 3
"Jeep That Sank Two U-Boats" - Stratton..........10 1 ik

Mary Corby's poem and various flller items recelved too 1i%ttle mention
to 1ist. _23 o5,
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